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of the English Bible, its immediate sources and their contents, their literary back- 
ground and surroundings, the forms and characteristics of the constituent books and 
their relation to each other." Twenty-one lectures are made to cover the entire 
area of the volume. Naturally the number of themes is limited, and the discussions 
are general, as seen particularly in the compressing of "Biblical History," The 
"Background of the Old Testament," of "Prophets," and of the "Wisdom Books" 
— each into a single lecture. The last six lectures deal with the English Bible from 
the manuscript of Wycliffe down to 191 7. 

The critical position of the author is that of a progressive. He avoids such 
technical discussions as would divert the attention of his listeners from the central 
thought of the lecture. 

The author has read widely and collected carefully from reliable authorities, 
such material as will illumine the theme under discussion. His style is just what we 
should expect from a professor of English literature, clear, concise, specific, and 
forceful. 

The themes which receive the largest treatment are poetry (five lectures) and the 
English Bible. Here, especially in the former, we find the author at his best, con- 
tributing out of his own wisdom to the discussion of the poetical wealth of the Old 
Testament. 

He finds especial delight in his brief sketch of the history of the English Bible 
which has contributed so largely to the language of our day. 

As a series of popular lectures about the Bible this volume deserves a high place 
in the new material of our day. Pr. 



NEW TESTAMENT 

Holmes, W. H. G. The Epistle to the Hebrews. ("The Indian Church Com- 
mentaries. ") New York: Macmillan, 1010. xi+ 448 pages. $1.60. 
This work on the Epistle to the Hebrews is one of a series published under the 
title "The Indian Church Commentaries" by the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge. It is only to be expected, therefore, that it should have a very practical 
religious purpose, namely, to strengthen Christian converts and particularly native 
Indian converts within the Anglican Communion. The aim of the book is, there- 
fore, not primarily that of scientific scholarship but rather that of practical religious 
helpfulness. The book is a commentary based upon the text of the English Revised 
Version which is printed at the top of the page. At the end of most of the chapters 
there are additional extended notes on more important or more difficult topics, while 
the first sixty-eight pages consist of a full introduction under the usual headings. 
The author accepts the traditional view that the Epistle was written to Jews who 
under persecution and disappointment were tempted to revert to Judaism and the 
ritual of the Temple. He therefore assumes that the Epistle must have been written 
before 70 a.d. and seems hardly to be aware of the fact that any other view has been 
taken or could be taken. 

Within this framework the author gives a very strong presentation, always hav- 
ing in view the Indian Christians, whose situation he considers peculiarly similar to 
that of the readers. In all his notes he makes extended and illuminating compari- 
son with Hindu and Mohammedan customs, views, and doctrines. The book withal 
keeps closely to the facts of scholarship, being quite concrete and realistic, and often 
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suggestive and scholarly. The following sentence from the note on the word "cove- 
nant" (p. 301) indicates the sanity of the author's exegesis: "The use of any word 
commonly employed in human affairs, and in the disposition of worldly goods, to 
signify God's dealings with men, is in itself a kind of parable, and no parable should 
be too closely interpreted or it loses its force." The book is a good example of a 
highly desirable and religiously helpful commentary which keeps close to the mother 
earth of historical fact. 

H. L. MacN. 

Moulton, James Hope. A Grammar of New Testament Greek. Vol. II. 

A ccidence and Word-Formation. Part I. " General Introduction, Sounds , 

and Writing." Edited by Wilbert Francis Howard. Edinburgh: T. & T. 

Clark, iqiq. xv+ii4pages. 75. 

The tragic death of Dr. Moulton in the spring of 191 7 was a severe blow to New 
Testament scholarship. It is gratifying, however, to learn that the second volume 
of his New Testament grammar was almost finished before his death and that his 
publishers propose to bring it out in completed form at an early date. Fart I, which 
has recently appeared, contains an introduction dealing in a general way with the 
character of the New Testament language as exhibited in the several books, after 
which follows a detailed discussion upon sounds and writing. Part II is to treat of 
accidence and Part HI of word-formation. There will also be an Appendix by Rev. 
C. L. Bedale who will take up in detail the question of Semitisms in the Greek of the 
New Testament, a subject frequently alluded to but not adequately discussed in 
Part I. Readers familar with Dr. Moulton's Prolegomena, as Vol. I was called, will 
only need to be assured that the initial part of the second volume exhibits the same 
sound scholarship and is written in the same attractive style. 

S. J. c. 

Graves, Frank Pierrepont. What Did Jesus Teach? New York: Mac- 

millan, 1919. xi+195 pages. $1.75. 

This book is an experiment in pedagogy rather than a contribution to theological 
science. It grew out of the practical experience of the author in his attempt to guide 
the reading of university students in the life and sayings of Jesus. These circum- 
stances give to the book a valuable practical direction. It treats in a popular but 
accurate way the historical sources from which our knowledge of Jesus' teaching is 
derived. Two chapters are devoted to Jesus as a teacher, and to his methods of 
teaching. The content of his message is presented under such topics as his idea of 
God, his idea of man, his conception of the ideal and reconstruction of life, his teach- 
ing concerning the future, his views regarding the kingdom and the church, and the 
bearing of his teaching upon modern society. As an introductory book upon the 
subject, it should prove useful for many readers. 

S. J. C. 

CHURCH HISTORY 

Moore, Herbert. The Treatise of Novation on the Trinity. London: Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1919. 147 pages. 6s. 
This is another small volume in the very useful series of "Translations of Christian 

Literature" which is designed to furnish at moderate expense an up-to-date English 



